ARTI CLE 1733
BOCA Nati onal Property Maintenance Code

1733.01 Adopti on.
1733. 02 Addi tions, Deletions, and Mdifications.
1733. 02 Penalty. (BOCA PM 106. 2)

CROSS REFERENCE

Adoption by reference - See 3rd C ass Charter Law 608(a)
(53 P.S. 41608(a); 3rd Cass 2403(67) (53 P.S. 37403(67)

1733. 01 ADOPTI ON.

There is hereby adopted the 1996 (Fifth Edition) B.O C A
Nat i onal Property Mi ntenance Code with del eti ons and anendnents
thereto as hereinafter noted.

1733. 02 ADDI TI ONS, DELETI ONS, AND MCDI FI CATI ONS.

The follow ng articles, representing revisions or additions
to the 1996 B. O C. A. National Property M ntenance Code shall be
applicable for the purpose of this O dinance:

CHAPTER #1 ADM NI STRATI ON

That Sub-section PM106.2 titled Penalty be anmended to read
as follows:

PM 106. 2 Penal ty

Any person who shall violate a provision of this O dinance
or shall fail to conply wwth any of the requirenents
thereof, or shall be in violation of an approved plan or
directive of the Inspector or of a permt issued under the
provi sions of the Odinance shall, upon conviction thereof
before the District Magistrate of the City of Bethl ehem
Pennsyl vania, be liable to pay the follow ng penalties:

a) First Violation - A fine of $200.00, or
thirty (30) days inprisonnent, or both;

b) Second Vi ol ation - A fine of $500. 00,
or sixty days inprisonnent, or both;
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c) Third and each subsequent violation - A fine
of $1, 000. 00, or ninety days inprisonnent, or
bot h.

Each day that a violation continues shall be deened a
separate offense. (Ord. 3038. Passed 10-22-85; Od. 3242.
Passed 02-07-89.)

PM 107. 6 Absentee Landl ord

No Certificate of QOccupancy shall be issued for any
rental dwelling, excluding a dormtory and hotel (as
defined in Article 2, PM 201.0 APPLI ED MEANI NG OF WORD
AND TERMS), unless there is provided to the Inspection
Bureau the nane and address of an agent residing within
the Cty, authorized to accept service of process on
behal f of the title owner or operator of said dwelling.

The aut horization shall be signed by the agent designated to
accept service and the | andlord or operator shall be
required to contact the Inspection Bureau each year

and/ or upon the change of agency in order to update the

City records with regard to the nane, address and

t el ephone nunber of the locally designated agent.

Failure to provide the information on the designated

| ocal agent, after two (2) weeks notice, will result in
the revocation of the Certificate of Occupancy and the
cl osure of the property to renters until new and valid
Certificate of Qccupancy is issued.

That Sub-section PM108.2 titled C osing of Vacant
Structures be anended to read as foll ows:

SECTI ON PM 108. 0 UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUI PMENT

If the structure is vacant and unfit for human habitation
and occupancy, and is not in danger of structural coll apse,
the code official is authorized to post a placard of
condemmati on on the prem ses and order the structure cl osed-
up so as not to be an attractive nuisance. Upon failure of
the owner to close the premses within the tine specified in
the order, the code official shall cause the premses to be
cl osed through any avail abl e public agency or by contract or
arrangenent by private persons and the cost thereof, shal

be charged against the real estate upon which the structure
is located and shall be a lien upon such real estate.

No exterior w ndow, skylight or door frame of any structure
facing toward or visible fromthe public right of way shal
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be covered with plywood or other non-approved materials
| onger than 60 days.

After 60 days, all tenporary cover over exterior w ndows,
skylights and doors that face toward or are visible fromthe
public right of way, shall be renoved, and the exterior

w ndows, skylights and doors shall be restored.

Restoration of exterior w ndows, skylights and doors mnust
i ncl ude proper fitting wi ndows and door franes, hardware,
| ocks and gl azi ng and be mai ntained in proper working
condi tion.

Al'l exposed exterior metal or wood surfaces shall be
protected fromthe el ements and agai nst decay or rust by
periodic application of weather proofing/coating material.

(Ord. 4059 — Passed 12/19/00.)
CHAPTER #3 GENERAL REQUI REMENTS
SECTI ON PM 303. 0 EXTERI OR PROPERTY AREAS

a. Del ete sub-section PM303.2 titled G ading
and dr ai nage.

b. Del ete sub-section PM303.3 titled Sidewal ks
and driveways - covered under the Public
Works Article #909.

C. Del ete sub-section PM303.4 titled Weds -
covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 07.

d. Del ete sub-section PM303.5 titled Rat
har borage - covered under the Health
Ordi nance #1161. 09.

That Sub-section PM303.7 titled Accessory structures be
anended to read as foll ows:

Al l accessory structures, including detached garages,
sheds and fences shall be maintained structurally sound
and in good repair.

That Sub-section PM303.8 titled Mtor Vehicles be anended
to read as foll ows:

PM 303. 8 Abandoned; Storage of Vehicles on Private Property

(A) No person shall abandon and/or store any unregistered
vehicle on private property wthin the Gty of
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Bet hl ehem For the purpose of this Article, an
abandoned vehicle shall be defined as foll ows:

(1) A vehicle, other than a pedalcycle, shall be
presunmed to be abandoned under one or nore of the
followi ng circunmstances, but the presunption is
rebuttabl e by a preponderance of the evidence:

(1) The vehicle is physically inoperable and is
| eft unattended on private property for nore
t han 48 hours.

(ii1) The vehicle has remained illegally on private
property for nmore than 48 hours.

(ti1) The vehicle is left unattended on private
property for nore than 48 hours and does not
bear the foll ow ng:

(a) Awvalid registration plate.

(b) A current certificate of inspection.

(c) An ascertainable vehicle identification
nunber .

Excepti on: A vehicle of any type is permtted to undergo
maj or overhaul , including body work, provided that such work
is performed inside a structure that is an accessory use
incidental to the dwelling as defined in Article 1302.02 of
the Cty of Bethlehem Zoning O di nance #2210. Al'l wecked
car parts and simlar unused conponents of a junk vehicle
must not be stored on any private property in clear view of
the public right of way.

(B) A vehicle shall be deened to be abandoned when it
remains on private property for nore than (48) hours
and any of the follow ng conditions apply:

(1) The vehicle is physically inoperable.

(2) The vehicle is left unattended.

(3) The vehicle does not have a valid registration
pl at e.

(4) The vehicle does not have a current certificate of
i nspecti on.

(5) The Vehicle ldentification Nunber (VIN) is not
ascert ai nabl e.

(6) The vehicle remains wthout the consent of the
owner or person in charge of the property.

(© If the owner of an abandoned and/or junked notor
vehicle cannot be |ocated or does not renove the
vehicle, the code official shall contact the Bethl ehem
Police Departnent, who is authorized to renove said
vehi cle under Transportation 67 PA Code Chapter 253
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titled Salvors and Vehicles Title 75 Chapter 73 of the
Abandoned Vehicles and Cargos Code of the Commonweal th
of PA.

(Ord. 4059 — Passed 12/19/00.)
SECTI ON PM 304.0 titled EXTERI OR STRUCTURE

That Sub-section PM304.6 titled Exterior walls be anended
to read as foll ows:

Al walls that support an exterior structure shall be free
fromhol es, breaks, |oose or rotting materials; and

mai nt ai ned weat her proof and properly surface coated where
required to prevent deterioration.

That Sub-section PM304.7 titled Roofs and drai nage be
amended to read as fol |l ows:

The roof and flashing shall be sound, tight and not have
defects that admt rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to
prevent danpness or deterioration in the walls or interior
portion of the structure. Roof drains, gutters and
downspouts shall be maintained in good repair and free from
obstructi ons.

That Sub-section PM304.15 titled I nsect screens be anended
to read as foll ows:

Every exterior w ndow and door frame that has the
necessary nechani cal storm and screen hardware in

pl ace, nust be provided with proper fitting wi ndows and
Screens.

Del ete the foll ow ng exception:

Screen doors shall not be required where other approved
means, such as air curtains or insect repellent fans are
enpl oyed.

SECTI ON PM- 305. 0 | NTERI OR STRUCTURE

That Sub-section PM305.4 titled Lead-based paint shall be
deleted in its entirety - covered under Ord. 3555 - Passed 6-1-
93.

Del et e Sub-section PM306.0 titled Rubbi sh and garbage -
entire Section is covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.

Del ete Sub-section PM306.1 titled Accunul ati on of Rubbi sh
or garbage - covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.
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Del et e Sub-section PM306.2 titled D sposal of rubbish -
covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.

Del ete Sub-section PM306.2.1 titled Rubbish storage
facilities - covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.

Del ete Sub-section PM306.3 titled Disposal of garbage -
covered under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.

Del ete Sub-section PM306.3.1 titled Garbage facilities -
covered under the Health Ordi nance #1161. 08.

Del ete Sub-section PM306.3.2 titled Contai ners - covered
under the Health O di nance #1161. 08.

Section PM 307.0 EXTERM NATI ON

That Sub-section PM307.1 titled Infestation be anended to
read as fol |l ows:

Al'l structures shall be kept free from wood destroyi ng
insects, including but not limted to termtes, carpenter ants,
carpenter bees and powder post beetles. Al structures in which
wood destroying insects are found shall be pronptly exterm nated
by state certified technicians and proper precautions shall be
taken to prevent reinfestation.

Del ete Sub-section PM307.2 titled Omer - covered under the
Heal th O di nance #1161

Del ete Sub-section PM307.3 titled Single occupancy -
covered under the Health O di nance #1161

Del ete Sub-section PM307.4 titled Miultiple occupancy -
covered under the Health O di nance #1161

Del et e Sub-section PM307.5 titled Occupant - covered under
the Health Ordi nance #1161

CHAPTER #4 LI GHT, VENTI LATI ON AND OCCUPANCY LI M TATI ONS
SECTI ON PM- 403. 0 LI GHT

Sub-section PM403.2 titled Common hal | ways and st airways be
anended to read as foll ows:

Every common hall and stairway, other than in a one
famly dwelling, shall be lighted at all tinmes with at
| east a 60-watt standard incandescent |ight bulb or
equi val ent for each 200 square feet of floor area,
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provi ded that the spacing between lights shall not be
greater than 30 feet. Every exterior stairway shall be
illTumnated with a mninmnumof a 60 watt bulb at floors,
| andi ngs and treads. Placenent of |arger wattage |ight
bul bs or additional rated light fixtures in the
interior or exterior shall be at the discretion of the
Code Oficial.

NOTE: Artificial light will not be used when cal cul ati ng
the need for additional |ighting.

CHAPTER #5 PLUMBI NG FACI LI TI ES AND FI XTURE REQUI REMENTS

Section PM508.0 Stormdrainage - covered under the Buil ding
Code #1701 and Storm Water Managenent Article 925.

That Sub-section 508.1 titled General be deleted entirely.
CHAPTER #6 MECHANI CAL AND ELECTRI CAL REQUI REMENTS
SECTI ON PM 602. 0 HEATI NG FACI LI TI ES

That Section PM602.1 titled Facilities required be anended
to read as foll ows:

Al dwelling units shall have permanently install ed,
non-portable type central heating facilities or fixed

el ectrical heating systens that are approved for the purpose
and | ocation where installed. Heating facilities shall be
capable of maintaining the required tenperatures in al

habi tabl e areas of the dwelling unit.

NOTE: Pipel ess and/or ductl ess heating systens do not neet
the requirenents of section PM 602. 0.

Exception to read: At the discretion of the Code Ofici al
pi pel ess and/or ductless heating systens will be allowed in
a one story single famly dwelling provided that al
habi t abl e roons, bathroons and toilet roons are grouped
about a single large register.

Section PM602.2 titled Residential buildings be anended to
read as foll ows:

Every dwel ling shall be provided with heating
facilities capable of maintaining a roomtenperature of
65 degrees F. (18 degrees C.) in all habitable roons,
as described in this Section.

Section PM602.2.1 titled Heat supply be anmended to read as
fol | ows:
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Every owner and operator of any building who rents,

| eases or lets one or nore dwelling unit, roomng unit,
dormitory or guest roomon terns, either express or
inplied, to furnish heat to the occupants thereof shal
supply sufficient heat during the period from Qct. 1st
to May 15th to maintain the roomtenperatures specified
in Section PM602.2 during the hours between 6:30 a. m
and 10:30 p.m of each day and not |ess that 60 degrees
F. (16 degrees C.) during other hours.

SECTI ON PM 602. 3 NONRESI DENTI AL  STRUCTURES

Every encl osed occupi ed work space shall be supplied with
sufficient heat during the period from Cctober 1st to May 15th to
mai ntain a tenperature of not | ess than 65 degrees F. (18
degrees C.) during all working hours.

Excepti ons:

1) Processi ng, storage and operation areas that
requi re cooling or special tenperature
condi ti ons.

2) Areas in which persons are primarily engaged
i n vigorous physical activities.

SECTI ON PM 604. 0 ELECTRI CAL FACI LI TI ES

Sub-section PM604.2 titled Service be anended to read as
foll ows:

Every single famly dwelling and housing rental unit shal
be served by a main that is not |less than 100 anperes.

| nadequat e services nust be upgraded to neet the

requi renents of the National Electrical Code.

SECTI ON PM 605. 0 ELECTRI CAL EQUI PMENT

Sub-section PM605.2 titled Receptacles be anended to read
as follows:

Every habi tabl e space in a dwelling shall contain at

| east two separate and renote receptacle outlets.
Every laundry area shall contain at |east one grounded
type receptacle. Every bathroom and powder room shal
contain at |least one (1) 3 wire 15 or 20 anp G F. 1.
(Gound Fault Interrupter) and all outlets on |ight
fixtures and bat hroom cabi nets nust be di sconnected if
not GFl protected.
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That Sub-section PM605.2.1 titled Kitchen receptacl es be
anended to read as foll ows:

Sub-section 605.2.1 titled Kitchen counter top receptacles

a. Al existing wall type receptacles which serve kitchen
counter top surfaces nust be 3 wired 15 or 20 anp GF
(ground fault interrupted) protected. Counter top
spaces separated by range tops, refrigerators and sinks
shal | be considered as separate counter top spaces and
apply to the requirenents of this section.

b. All kitchen areas shall have (2) accessible 15 or 20
anp GFlI (ground fault interrupted) receptacle to serve
counter top surfaces. |If no counter top is avail able,

there shall be (2) accessible GFI (ground fault
interrupted) receptacles at counter top height.
Refrigerator receptacles shall not be counted in
determning Gl (ground fault interrupted) receptacle
required in the kitchen areas.

C. Al'l existing receptacles |located within 6' on either
side of an auxiliary sink shall be 3 wred 15 or 20 anp
GFl (ground fault interrupted).

Exception: Min kitchen sink which is covered under
Sub-section PM605.2.1 (a) and (b).

Retain Section 605.2.2 Exterior receptacles - which reads as
fol | ows:

Al'l exterior receptacles nmust be 3 wired 15 or 20 anp
G F.l. (Gound Fault Interrupter) protected in
weat her pr oof boxes and covers.

Exception: to read, Al GFl outlets built into exterior
wal | s nust have danp proof covers.

Add new Sub-section PM 605.2.3 titled Random receptacl e
testing - to read as foll ows:

Al'l electrical receptacles that cannot be tested for

i nproper wiring, installation, deterioration or damage due
to i movable furniture, appliances, or other obstructions

shall be the responsibility of the owner and/or the agent.

NOTE: The inspection of electrical panels and boxes is
limted to a visible inspection only.

Add new Sub-section PM 605.2.4 titled Common area branch
circuits - to read as foll ows:
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Branch circuits in dwelling units shall supply only | oads
within that dwelling unit or |oads associated only with that
dwel ling unit. Branch circuits required for purpose of
lighting, central alarm signal comrunications or other
needs for public or cormmon areas of a two famly or nulti-
famly dwelling shall not be supplied from equi prment that
supplies an individual dwelling unit.

Add new Sub-section PM 605.2.5 titled Qccupant to have ready

access - to read as foll ows:

Each occupant of a dwelling unit shall have ready access to
all overcurrent devices protecting the conductors supplying
t hat occupancy.

CHAPTER #7 FI RE SAFETY REQUI REMENTS

r ead

(O d.

That Section PM705.5 titl ed Snoke detectors be anended to
as foll ows:

Al'l rental apartnment units shall be provided with a

m ni mum of one approved single station snoke detector
either battery operated or hardwired with a 110v

capacity near sleeping area. Roonms or suites of a

hotel, notel, |odging house, bed and breakfast, or

room ng house shall have one snoke detector in the
sleeping room In all single famly dwellings, a

snoke detector is required on every story of the dwelling
i ncludi ng the basenent. Wen actuated, the snoke detector
shall provide an alarmsuitable to warn the occupants w thin
t he individual roomor unit.

3813 - Passed 4/1/97.)



